
Collaborative Study of Karyotypes in Childhood Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemias

Groupe Français de Cytogénétique Hématologique

(Participants listed in Appendix)

A collaboraiive siudy carried out by the Groupe Français de
Cytogénétique Hématologique collecled 411 successrul karye
types ol childhood acute lymphoblastic leukemias. Karyotypes
showed a clonal abnormality in 292 patients (71 %). The distribu-
tion ol ploidy groups was: pseudodiploidy in 116 karyotypes
(28.2o/ol, hyperdiploidy >50 chromosomes in 110 karyotypes
(26.8%1, hyperdiploidy 47-50 chromosomes in 46 karyotypes
('l1.2%l and hypodiploidy in 20 karyotypes (4.9%). One-half o{
the patients with hyperdiploidy >50 chromosomes also had a

structural abnormality, with a partial'trisomy 1q in one fourth of
them. Similar translocations, candidate for new recurrent changes
were identified: t(9;9Xpl 3;q13), t(7;gxqi 1;pl 1 ), t(7;1 zxq1 1 ;pl 2-1 3),

t(4;12Xq13;p12), and t(1;17Xq12-21;p13). Within recurrenl trans-
locations, the three t(l0;11Xp'ï3-14;q14-21) displayed a T-cell
phenotype. ln T-cell leukemias, a new area of recurrent break-
points (5q31-35) was observed and deletions 6q were more
lrequent in this lineage. Correlations ol cytogenetic results with
clinical and hematological data reyealed that, within hyperdiploidy
>50 chromosomes, palients with structural changes were older
than patients withoul. Patienis with 9p changes showed some
of the leatures usually observed in lymphomatous leukemias.
Even with a short follow-up, differences in oulcomes were
observed. Patienls with hyperdiploidy >50 chromosomes Iared
the best and those with pseudodiploid karyotypes did worse
than patients with other karyolypes. Paiienls with random trans-
locations did not share the poor outcome of patients with recurrent
translocations.

INTRODUCTION

Cytogenetic studies of childhood acute lymphoblastic
leukemias (ALL) reveal recurrent changes, correlated
with immunophenotypic, clinical and hematological
patterns. Favorable prognostic significiance of hyper-
diploidy > 50 chromosomes was the first one to be
identified and has been recognized in every report to date
(l-8). Translocations have then shown an independent
and adverse predictive value (9). However, as therapy
progressed, the relative impact of different prognostic
factors needed to be reevaluated in the light of contem-
porary protocols.

A coliaborative study of a large number of patients
makes it possible to identify new recurrent changes,
to assess correlations and to evaluate the prognostic
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value of cytogenetic factors as therapies evolve. In the
present report by Le Groupe Français de Cytogénétique
Hématologique (GFCH), 4l I childhood ALL were
analyzed, with this aim in mind.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Patients

A collaborative study of the GFCH, coliected 4l I karyotypes
of childhood ALL (below.the age of 16 years) from March
1987 to 1990. Diagnosis of ALL was based on morphologic
and cytochemical criteria of the French-American-British
(FAB) classification. Leukemias of B-cell lineage were broken
down into five groups: early early B (DR+ CDl9+), early B
(DR+ CDl9+ CD10+), pre-pre-B (DR+ CDl9+ CDl0+
CD20+), pre-B (DR+ CDl9+ CDIO+ CD20+, intra-
cytoplasmic immunoglobulin or CIg) and mature B-ALL
(surface immunoglobulin or SIg). Leukemias of T-cell lineage
were classified in four differentiation stages: early T (CD2+
CD5+ CD7+), common T (CD2+ CD5+ CD7+ CDl+
cD3+ CD4+ CD8+), and late T (CD2+ CD5+ CD7+
CDI- CD3+ CD4* CD8*) and (CD2+ CD5+ CD7+
CDI- CD3+ CD4- CD8-). Myeloid markers were tested
in most patients. For every antigen tested, reactivity was
considered to be positive when percentages ol expression were
> 3090 for lymphoid, and > 2090 lor myeloid markers. Immu-
nophenotypes were reviewed by a member ol the CEIL
group (10).

Therapeutic regimens varied with different participants:
FRALLE protocol was used in 44.7slo of cases (ll), EORTC
in 38.4% of cases (12) and other regimens in 16.9ÿo cases (13).

Cytogenetics Methods

At diagnosis, chromosome analyses were carried out mainly
from bone marrow (390 karytoypes), and seldom from
peripheral blood (21 karyotypes). Most samples were cultured
for 24 h without mitogen (347 karyotypes), whereas direct
techniques and 48 h cultures were perlormed in 101 and 34
samples respectively. RHC banding was most commonly used
(338 cases), whereas GTC, QFQ and CBG bandings *'ere
performed in 87, 34 and l8 cases, respectively. Chromosomes
were classilied according to the ISCN 1985 nomenclature (14).

Standard criteria to define a clone were used: at leasl two
metaphases with the same extra chromosome or with identical
structural changes, or a minimum of three metaphases rvirh
the same missing chromosome. Karyotypes were classified
within usual ploidy groups: pseudodiploidy, hyperdiploidi'
> 50 chromosomes, hyperdiploidy 47-50 chromosomes and
hypodiploidy. A karyotype was considered to be complex
when at least three different structural abnormalities *ere
present in the same clone.

Each karyotype was crirically reviewed by all the parricipanrs
of the GFCH group in nvo successive workshops belore being
recorded in the study. Cytogenetic eligilibity criteria rvere
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successful banding and, when no abnormality was found, the
complete karyotype of at least 20 metaphases with good
banding. A quality score was given to each case from 1 (poor
but interpretable banding) to 3 (good banding).

Statist/cal Methods

For each patient included in our study, the following dates
were recorded: date of lirst complete remission (CR), date of
first relapse, date of death or date of last follow-up (except for
two patients unaccounted for at 9 and 20 months of complete
remission).

Hypotheses of no differences for discrete variables were
tested using Pearson 12 statistics for a two-way frequency
table (at a = 0.05) and the rank test of Kruskal and Wallis
for continuous variables.

Event-free survival (EFS) was measured from the date
of CR to the date of first relapse or last follow-up in CR.
Patients dying in CR were censored at the time of death.
Patients who never achieved CR were assigned an EFS of 0
month. Differences were tested with the log-rank test and
curves were plotted from life tables calculated using the
method of Kaplan and Meier.

Table 1. Distribulion ol Chromosomal Abnormalities wilhin Ploidy Groups.

We first compared the EFS of patients within different
ploidy groups (normal karyotypes, pseudo, hyper >50, hyper
47-50, hypo), then the EFS of patients with and without
translocations. Partially identiiied derivatives were included
in translocations and the patients with t(8;14) translocations
were excluded from statistical analysis of the outcome. To
further investigate patients with translocations, we compared
the group of recurrent translocations known to confer poor
prognosis; t(9;22), t(4;11), t(l;19), to the group of random
translocations. Recurrent but rare translocations were
excluded from this test. To study the prognostic value of
various combinations of risk factors, Cox regression was used.

RESULTS

Kary oty pes and I m m u n ophe n oty pe s

Clonal abnormalities were found in 292 patients
(7 10/o) distributed among 1 l6 pseudodiploidies (28.2V0),
ll0 hyperdiploidies >50 chromosomes (26.8t/o), 46
hyperdiploidies 47-50 chromosomes (l 1.290), 20 hypo-
diploidies (4.9û/o) (see Table l).

Number of Structural la 9p'
Cases (%) Changes

12pb 6qD marc Complex Clonal
Karyotypes d Evolution ê

Whole sample

Normal karyotype
Pseudodiploidy
Hyperdiploidy > 50
Hyperdiploidy 47-50
Hypodiploidy

41 1 (1 00)

119 (28.970)
116 (28.2Y0)
110 (26.8%)

46 (11 .2yo)
20 (4.9V0)

142 40

00
93 29
16 0
21 7
124

228

0
116

59
38
IE

28

0
19

1

1

0
17

J

10
Â

66

0
20
32

o

J

00
13 17
31 I
19 12
56

a Translocations.
ô Structural changes wrth or without loss of material.
c Markers: unrdentiliable slructural changes.
d Complex karyotypes: presence of at least three diflerent structural changes.
e Clonal evolution: simultaneous presence of related clones.

Table 2. Distribuiion ol lmmunophenotypes within the Main Chromosome Groups.

lmmunophenolype

. B phenotype
334 pâtients (81 "2Yo)

T phenotype
56 patients (1 3.6%)

DR+
CD19+

CD7+ CD7+
CD5+ CDs+
CD2+ CD2+
CD1 - CD1 +
cD3- CD3-
CD4_ CD4+
CD8- CD8+

CD7+ CD7 +
CDS+ CDs+
CD2+ CD2+
CD1 +/- CD1 -CD3+ CD3+
CD4+/- CD4-
CD8+l- CD8-

CDlO+
CD20 +

CIg +
Ba lgS +

1

1

0
0
0

,1

0
1

9p (n = 39)
12p (n = 33)
6q (n = 26)

4130
3 14 0
210
210
200
160
200
240

8204
15' 5 7

20 110
5 5c 2 1

4102
7220
4200
3102

19 12b
14 5
19 4
44
62
5 4ô,c
60
30

E^è.c

37 b,t

59" "
19

4

11ô'd
1gd
10c

Normal karyotype (n = 1 13)
Pseudodiploidy (n = 109)
Hyperdiploidy >50 (n = 107)
Hyperdiploidy 47-50 (n =43)
Hyperdiploidy (n = 19)

a Number of markers insufficient to determine the maturation stage
Ô T marker present in one case.
" Myelord marke(S) present in one case.
o Myeloid marke(s) present in two cases.
e Myeloid marke'(s) present in three cases.
' N,lyeloid marke(s) presenl in five cases.
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In hyper >50, modal numbers ranged from 5l to 61

with a peak at 55 chromosomes, and nonrandomly gained
chromosomes ranged in decreasing order: chromosome
2l (trisomic in 24, tetrasomic in 66 cases), chromosome
6, chromosome 14, chromosome 4, chromosome 18,
chromosome 17, chromosome X and chromosome 10.
Except for chromosome2l, gains usually led to trisomies.
More than one-half of patients (53.690) also had a
structural abnormality. Deletions, duplications, trans-
locations, isochromosomes and markers were found.
Translocations were random, except for two t(9;22)
(q34;qll), and four derivatives involving the long arm
of chromosome 1. Extra chromosomes were equally
distributed within the groups with and without structural
changes but modal numbers peaked at 57 chromosomes
in the group with structural abnormalities. Only two
triploid and three tetraploid karyotypes were observed.

In hyper 47-50, modal numbers were 47 in 36 karyo-
types, 48 in six karyotypes, 49 in one karyotype and 50
in three karyotypes. Eight karyotypes were charac-
terized by numeric only abnormalities and an extra
chromosome 2l was the sole frequent gain.

In hypo, the most common modal number was 45. No
karyotype with less than 44 and no haploid cases were
recorded. Chromosomes 20 and X were nonrandomly
lost.

Immunophenotypes of ploidy groups are shown in
Table 2. The hyper >50 group was mainly associated
with early B (DR+, CDl9+, CD10+) or with pre-pre-

B-cell phenotypes (DR*, cDl9+, cDl0+, cD20+).
Immature B (DR+, CD19+) and mature (CIg* or
SIg+) phenotypes, as well as T-cell phenotypes were
seldom observed in this hyperdiploid group. Normal
and pseudodiploid karyotypes showed the highest pro-
portion of T-cell ALL with a predominance of common
thymocytes in both cases.

Structural changes were observed in all ploidy groups
(see Table l) . Translocations were present in all ploidy
groups but in only 14.590 of hyper >50 karyotypes.
Conversely, the incidence of markers was higher in hyper
> 50 and in hyper 47-50 than in other groups, thus
accounting for the difficulty in obtaining good banding
in hyperdiploid cells. Structural changes were more
complex in hyper 47-50 (26V0 cases) and in hypodiploidy
(3090 cases) than in other groups. Clonal evolution,
defined by the presence of related clones, was found to
be equally distributed within all ploidy groups.

Most recurrent changes in ALL were observed in this
series. Their frequencies and immunophenotypes are
shown in Table 3. Four t(l;l9Xq23;pl3) translocations
were balanced, whereas in six other cases, the deriva-
tives I were lost and two normal chromosomes I were
present. Deletions 9p, 6q, isochromosomes 9q, trans-
location t(9;9) were associated with t(l;19) in four
out of six karyotypes with secondary changes. Two
variant Philadelphia chromosomes Phr, t(9;16;22)
(q34;q24?;q1l) and t(9;ru;22)(q32;q32;qtl) were
described. Ph' chromosome was the only abnormality

Ïable 3. Frequencies and lmmunophênotypes ol the New Recurrent Translocalions and of Other Recurrenl Changes.

Number Frequency Chromosomal
of Cases (%) Abnormalities

lmmunophenotype

B Phenolype T Phenotype

B

Lineagea
CD2O +

DFI+
CD19+

CD10+

CD7+ CD7+
CD5+ CD5+
CD2+ CD2+
CD1 - CDl +
CD3- CD3_
CD4- CD4+
CD8_ CD8+

CD7+ CD7+
CDs+ CD5+
CD2+ CD2+
CDl +/- CD1 -CD3+ CD3+
CD4+/- CD4-
CD8+/- CD8-

Clg +
Slg +

New recurrent translocations
2 (0.5a/o) t(g;gXpl 3;q13)
2 (0.50/0\ t(7;9Xq1 1 ;p1 1)

2 (0.5V0\ t(7;1 2Xq1 1 ;p1 2-1 3)
2 (0.50/0\ t(4;12Xq1 3;p1 2)
2 (0.5V0)r t(1 ;17Xq1 2-22,p13)

Recurrent changes

1

1

5c.d
gc

:,
1

2c
1c

1

1

1

10 (2.40/0

9 (2.20/o

B (1.9%
7 (1 .7Yo

3 (0.7 Vo

3 (0.7 Yo

2 (0.5Y0
2 (0 svo
2 (0.5Ya
1 (0.1 o/o

1 (0.1 %

t(1 ;19)(q23;p13)
t(9;22)(q3a;q1 )Ô

t(8;14Xq24;q32)
t(4;1 1Xq21 ;q23)/
t(1 0;1 1)(p1 3-14,q1 4-21)
i(eq)
t(1 1 ;1 4Xp1 3;q1 1 )
l(9;1 2Xp23;p1 2)
dic(g;1 2)(p1 3;p1 1)
dic(7;9)(p1 1 ;p1 1)

t(1 0,1 4)(q24;q1 1 )

1

1

1

22c
t-

;"
1

1

2

a Number of markers insufficient to determine the maturation stage.
Ô Two of them were vsriant: t(9;16;22xq34;q24?;q1 1) and (9;14;r2)(q32:q32iql 1)
c Myelord marker present tn one case, and in lwo t(9;22) cases.
u Clg not lested in tour cases.
e Slg not tested in two cases.
t Two were undifferentiated.
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in two patients. Ph' chromosomes were associated
with hyperdiploidy > 50 chromosomes, with a standard
pattern of extra chromosomes (57 and 59 modal
numbers) in two patients, whereas a monosomy 7 (either
complete or limited to 7p) was present in two patients.
One-half of the t(8;l4Xq24;q32) translocations were

single changes, whereas partial trisomy lq was observed
in two of the four karyotypes with other changes. Six of
the seven t(4;ll)(q2l;q23) and two of the three t(10;11)
(pl3-14;ql4-21) translocations were primary, whereas
all isochromosomes 9q were secondary changes.

Table 4. Translocations lnvolving the Short Arm ol Chromosome 9.

New recurrent translocâtions were identified (see

Table 3). Two of them involved the short arm of
chromosome 12: two t(7;l2Xqll;p12), one associated
with T-cell ALL and the other with B-cell ALL, and two
t(4;12)(ql3;pl2) observed in early and pre-B leukemias'

Two new recurrent changes involved the short arm of
chromosome 9. One of them affected both chromo-
somes 9: t(9;9Xpl3;ql3) and was differentiated from
i(9q) by CBG banding. A third translocation, t(9;9)
(pl1;ql3), with a close but different break on 9p was

also observed. In two patients, they were the only

Sex/Age
(years)

AHSMC WBC
1r o elr;

Hb
(s/dl)

FAB Phenotypea Karyotype

F/1 1 .3
M/3.5

M/8.8
Mn 4.5
F/1 .3
Mt4
M/9.1
F/1 0.6
Mt11.7
F/6.3
M/9.1
Ft14.9
Ft5.7
M/8.7
M|4.7
Mt2.2
M/1 .2

--+--++++-

-++--+++--
++---
+++--
++++-
+++--
+++--
+++-
+++--
+----
--+--+++--
+++--
-++--+++--

Early early B
Common T

Early early B

Pre-pre-B
Pre-pr+B
Mature B

Common T
Early B

Common T
Pre-B
Early Bb
Pr+.pre.B
B lineage
Early Bb
Early B
Early B
Early B

11 .6
43.4

âE

150
200

55
10.7

6.5
IJU

7.5
1.5

2.9
15.3
39

5.6
17.5
36.9

8.9
7.8

4.7
11.6
9.7

10
8.5

9.4
9.2

L1

L1

L1

12
L1

L1

L1

L1

L1

L1

L1

L2
tl

L1

L1

L2
L1

50,xx, + 1 2,+21 ,+22,1(2;9Xq21 ;p21 )
46,XY,der(3)t(3,9)(p2s;p1 1 ),t(7;gxq35,q33-34),i(9q),inv(1 4)

(q1 1 q32)
46,XY,t(3;9Xp22;p23)
45,XY,dic(7;9)(pll;p1 1 )

45,XX, - 7,der(g)t(7;9Xq1 1 ;P1 1),

46,XY, -7, -i 2,de(9)t(7;gxq1 1 ;p1 1), + mar1, +marZ
46,XY,1(9;9Xp1 1 ;q1 1)

46,XX,de(1 9)t(1 ;1 gxq23;p1 3),der(e)t(9,9Xpt g;q1 3)

46,XY,t(9;9Xp1 3;q1 3)
46,XX,de(9)t(9;1 0)(p22;q1 1 )

46,XY, + B,dic(g;1 2)(p1 3;p1 1)/45,XY,dic(g;12),del(17) (p1 3)c

46,XX, + 8,dic(g;1 2Xp1 3;p1 1 )

44,XX, - 1 0,-1 7,t(9;1 2Xp1 1 ;p1 2),der(7q)
46,XY,l(9;1 2)(p23,p1 2),de(9)t(9; 1 2)

46,XY, - 15,(9;12)(p23;p1 2),del(6q),del(l 3q), + mar
47,XY,t(9;1 2)(p23;q1 4), + der(1 2)t(9;1 2),del(1 2)(p1 2)

45,XY, - 18,de(9)t(9;18?)(P21 ;q1 2)

6.9
7.5
6.4
3
5.7
ÉA

Only fully identiried translocalions are shown.
nHSf,,,tC, Adenopathies, hepatomegaly, splenomegaly, mediastinal mass, central nervous system: WBC, white blood cell counl; Hb, Hemoglobin
,pÀ.nàiyp".".ityearlyB,bn+ CÔrô+;eartya,ÔR'+ CDtg+ CDt0+;pre.pre.B,DB+ CD19+ CDlO+ CD20+;preB,DF+ CDl 9+ CD10+ CD20+ Clgl+l
mature B, Stg+;earty thymocyte, cD7+ CD2+ CD5+ common thymocyte, cD7+ CD2+ CD5+ CD1 + CD3- CD4+ CD8+.
b Presence of myeloid markers.
c Case already published (1 5).

Table 5. Translocalions lnvolving the Short Arm ol Chromosome 12.

Sex/Age
(years)

AHSMC WBC
(1 O 

e/l)
Hb FAB PhenotyPeâ KarYotYPe
(s/dl)

M/3.7
Mt3.2
Ft3.7

M/3.1

M/4.6
M/5.3

F/1 .6
F17.4
Mi3
Ft5.7
MI4.7
M/8.7
M/9.1
Ft14.7
M/1 .8

+++--
-++--+++--
+++--
+++--
-++--
-++--+-+--
--+--
--+--+++--
+++--
+++--
+----
+++--

Early B
Early B
Mature B

Early B

Pre.B
Pre-pr+.8

Early B
Early T
Pre-pre-B
B Lineage
Early B
Early BÔ

Early B D

Prepr+B
Early B

11.6
8.4

38

35.6

I
2.8

56.2
Ât

12.1
t3.J
5.6

39
1.5
2.9
t.3

6.6
8.8

5.3
9.7
8.3
7.5

6.4

L1

1,1

L1

L2
L1

L1

L1

L1

L1

L2
L1

5.4 L2
5.1 L1

5.1 L1

511

46, XY,l(1,1 2)(p22:p1 1 ),der(6q)/46,XY,t(5; 1 2)(q 1 4;pi 1 )

46,XY,t(2;1 2',22\(p1 2-1 3;pl 3;q1 1 )

50,xx,+10,+16, +21 ,+21,t(3;1 2)(q23;p1 2),

del(6q),de(1 9)t(1 9;?)(p1 3;?)
47,XY,t(4;1 2)(q1 3;p1 2),del(1 q),del(2q),der(3q),del(6)

(q21 q25), + mar
46,XY,r(4;1 2)(q1 3;p1 2), + de(1)t(1 ;?)(p36;?)
46,XY, - 7, - 9, - 1 5,t(4;12;1 5)(q25;p1 2?;q21),

+mar1 ,+mar2,+mar3
47,XX, + 10,t(5;12)(p1 1 ;p1 1)

45,XX, - 7,de(1 2)t(7;1 2)(q1 1 ;p1 2),del(6xq1 6q22),
45,XY, -7,-20,de(1 2)t(7;1 2Xq1 1 ;p1 3), del(7)(p22)
44,XX, - 10, - 17,t(9;12Xp1 1 ;p1 2),de(7q)
46,XY, - 1s,t(9;12)(p23;p1 2),del(6q),del(1 3q), + mar
46,XY,t(9; 1 2l(p23;p1 2),de(9)t(9; 1 2)
46,XY, + 8,dic(g;1 2)(p1 3;p1 1y45,XY, dic(g;1 2),del(1 7Xp1 3)c

46,XX,dic(9;1 2Xp1 3;p1 1)
46,XY,(1 2:1 2\(p1 1 -1 2;q1 3)

6.9
71

Only lully identified translocations are shown.
AHSMC;Adenopathies, hepatomegaly, splenomegaly, mediastinal mass, central nervous syslem WBC, white blood cell count; Hb, hemogiobin
,phenorype: early earty B, DR+ bdl9+;early B, DR+ CD19+ CDlO+;pre-pre-B, DF+ CD19+ CD10+ CD20+ pre-B, DF+ CD19+ CD10+ CD20+

Ctg+;mâiure g, §tg+;early thymocyte, CD7+ CD2+ CD5+;common thymocyte, CD7+ CD2+ CDs+ CD1 + CD3- CD4+ CD8+.
DPresence ol myêloid markers.
c Case already published (1 5).
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changes. Two t(7;9)(ql l;pl l) were also found. Two out
of five translocations involving 9p expressed T-cell
immunophenotypes.

Two translocations t(t;17)(ql2-22;pl3) were
observed in hyperdiploid karyotypes, one in hyper-
diploidy > 50 and the other in tetraploidy.

All chromosomes, except chromosome Y, were
affected by translocations. Those involving the short
arm of chromosome 9 constituted l2ÿ0, and those
involving the short arm of chromosome 12, l0.5Vo

of all translocations. They are listed in Tables 4, 5 and
6 respectively, with their immunophenotypes, clinical
and hematological data.

The recurrent breakpoints were 9p (40 cases), l2p (35
cases) and 6q (28 cases). Their distribution within ploidy
groups and immunophenotypes are shown in Tables 1

and 2 respectively. Most of 9p abnormalities (30 cases)
were associated with del(9p), due to simple deletion in
five cases and to unbalanced translocations in 25 cases.
These were the only changes in one third of karyotypes.

Table 6. Translocations lnvolving all Chromosomes, Except Those with 12p and 9p.

Sex/Age
(years)

AHSMC W8C
(1 0 e/t)

FAB Phenolypea KaryotypeHb
(s/dl)

Mt2.3
F t2.9

M/1 1.9
F/3

F/1 3.6
F/6.8
M14.7

Ft2.8

Ft4.7
Ft5
Ft9.2
F t5.7
Mt14

F/5.6
F t2.7

M/7.3
M/3.9

Mt11.4
Mt2.7
F/6.3
M/2.6
Mt7.8

M/,1 .3
F/109
M/5.6
F/1 0.9

F/1 1 ,B

F/8.3
M/1 1.3
F11 .4
F 11 0.4
M/1 .B

M/1 .B
M/1 4.9
tv/9.6
M/8.3

M/4.3

M/11.8

+++--
+++--

-++--+-+--
+++--
++++-
+--+-

127
14.6

10.3
16.7

9.7
104

10.1

77
30.6
178
1.2

46.9
15.1
11

6.5

10.5
110

26
10

1.8
240

11 .B

8.7
72.2

47
296

46.3
6.8

24

11 4

--+--++++-
-+++-+++--

Early early B
Mature B

Pre-pr+B

.Early 
B

B lineage
Common T
B lineage

Early B

Early early B
B lineage
T lineage
Early B
Early B

Pr+pr+B
ND

Pre-pr+B
Early B

Early BÔ

T lineage
Early B

Early B
Early Bà

Early B
Common T
Pre-pre-B
HTE U'

Early early B
Pre-pr+B
Pre-pre-B
ND
Pr+pr+B
B lineage

Pre.B
Common T
Early T
ND

Early B

Common T

7.2
J. I

9.6
6.4

L2
L1

L3
L1

46,XY,(1 ;2)(p21,q32) de(1 9)t(1 ;1 gxq23;p1 3),det(6q),i(9q)
61,XX, + 2, + 4, + 5, + 6, + B, + 8, + 1 0, + 1 1, + 1 2, + 1 4, + 1 7,

+18,+21 ,+21 ,+22det(5)t(1 ;5)(q1 1;q14)
46,XY,de(6)t(1 ;6Xq1 1 ;q1 1 ),t(8;1 4)(q24;q32)
57,XX,-10,-10,+1 1,+ 14, +21,+21,de(6)t(1 ;6)

(q22;ql 5), + ma(?3)
47,XX,de(7)t(1 ;7Xq1 1 ;p21),t(1 ;19)(q23;p1 3)+ i(t q)
46,XX,(1 ;1 1 )(p34;q21 )
a6, XY,de(1 2)t(1 ; 1 2)(q 1 1 ; q24),t(B; 1 4)(q2\q32),

det (221t(1 ;22Xq1 1, q 1 3)
57,XX, + X, + 4, + 5, + 6, + 1 0, + 1 4, + 1 5, + 1 8, + 21, + 21,

+ de(1 7)t(1 ;1 7)(q1 1 ;p1 3)
94,XXXX, + der(1 7)t(1 ;1 7Xq1 1 ;p1 3) x 2
46,XX,de(21 )t(1 ;21 Xq1 1 ;q22)
46,XX,t(2;5)(p1 4;q32)
46,XX,t(2;5Xq22;934),del(1 3)(q1 3q21 )
55,XY, + X, + 4, + 6, + B, + 9, + 1 0, + 1 4,t(2;1 4)(p1 1 ;q32),

+mar1 ,+mar2
4s,XX, - 20,t(2;22)(q1 1 ;p1 1 ?),del(7p),
44,XX, - 1 1, - 1 5,1(3;5xp22,q35),de(9)t(9;?)

(p24;?)de\(12)(p12)
46,XY,t(3;1 0;1 9)(q23;qi 1 ;q1 1 )
54,XY,+X, +4,+6, +i0, + 14, + 1 7, + lB,+21,

de(1 1)t(3;1 1)(q21 ?;p1 5?)
46,XY, - 12,de(3)t(3;12Xq11;q1 1),del(9)(q21q23), + mar
a6,XY,t(a;20)(q31 ;q1 2),de(3)t(3;?)(q24;?),(dup(1 1 ) (p1 2p1 4)
46,XX,de(21 )t(4;21 )(q25;pi 3)? det(4)(q1 3)
46,XY, - 1 ,t(5,6Xq1 2,q23),de(1 2)t(1 2;?),(p1 ?;?), + mar
55,XY,+X,+4, +6,+1 0, + 1 4, +1 8,+ 19, +1 9, +21,

(5;8)(q15;q13)
a6,XY,t[5;inv(7)(p1 3q32) ](q1 2;q32)
46.XX,t(5;1 4Xp1 3-1 4;q32).t(1 0;1 4Xq24;q1 1 )
a6,xY,(6,8)(q21 ;q1 3).der(gp)
46,XX,de(6)t(6; 1 3)(q1 5;q22),det(9)(p21 )

de(1 9)t(1 ;1 9)(q23;p1 3)
as,XX,t(6;1 s)(p22;q26),det(3)(p1 4),de(1 8)t(1 8;?)(p1 1 ,?)
46,XX,de(7)t(7;9Xp1 3;q1 2)
47,XY, + X, - 21 ,t(7;1 1Xp1 3;q21), + mar [det(1 p)?]
a6,XX,t(7;1 s)(q22;q1 3)
46,XX,1(8;1 a)(q1 1 ;q32)
47,XY,de(1 7)t(8;1 7Xq1 1 ? ;q23?) x 2,der(g)t(g;?Xp1 ?;?),

del(12)(p12)
46,XY,r[de(9)t(9;1 3)(q31 ;q1 a)],de(1 3)t(9;1 3)(q31 ;q1 4)
46,Xy,de(1 1 )r(1 1 ;1 4)(p1 3;q1 1 ),tlde(1 4),1711?.p121
48,XY, + 6, + 17,t(1 1 ;15)(q23;q1 4)
47,XY, + 8,de(] 5)t(1 1 ;1 5)(q?;p1 1 ),(1 ;20)(q23;q1 3),

del(6xq1 3q21 )
46,XY,(1 3,1 4Xq34;q24),det(6xq1 1 q1 6),ins(X,1 2)

(q22q2g:p12)?
46,Y,t(X;1 3Xp22,q1 2)?,del(6)(ql 5q22)

+-+--+++--
+-+--
+++--
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68
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8.6
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12.2

8.6

aa

2.7
8.2
8.7

11
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EI
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L1

L3

L1

L1

L1

L2
L1

L2

L1

L1

L1

L1

++-+-
7.6 L2

10.5 L2
7.8 L1

7.2 L1

6.2 L2

7.7 L1

711
8.5 L2

13.3 L2

6.8 L1

8.7 L2
8.7 L2
9.3 L1

811
5.9

6.8 L1

10.1 L2
10.4 L1

9.1 L1

8.6 L1

12.4

-++--+++--
+----
++++-
+++--
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+++--
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+++-+
+-++-
++---
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Only fully identified translocations are shown.

âl!,C: adenopathres. h_epatomegaly, splenomegaly, mediastinal mass, central nervous system; WBC, white btood cell count; Hb, hemoglobini ND, not determrned-phenorype: eartyeartyB,DR+ CDt9+;earlyB,DR+ CD.l9+ CDI0+;pre-pre_B,DF+ CDtg+ CD10+ CD20+;pre-B,DR+ CD19+ CD10+ CD20+ Clg+
mature B, Slg+;early thymocyte, cD7+ cD2+ CD5+;common thymocyte, CD7+ CD2+ CDS+ CD1 + CD3- cD4+ CDg+.- Hresence o1 myetord markers.
c Presence of one T marker.
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Table 7. correlations between Ploidy Groups, and clinical and Hematological Data.

Whole Sample Normal
n -- 411 n = 119

Pseudodiploidy
n = 116

Hyperdiplordy Hypodiploidy < 46
n=20

>50
n = 110

47 -50
n=46

Age
Median years
<2 years (%)
>10 years (%)

Males (%)
Hemoglobin, median (g/dl)
Mediastinal mass

(number ol cases)
White blood cells

Median (x1oe/l)
>50 x 1oe/l (%)

F AB 12 (o/o)

Plâtelet, median (x 1 0s/l)

4.67
10.2
18.3
55.4

7Ô

AF

ll E

9.8
1B
oz

507
7.6

16.8
5B

7.6

5.49
1 3.8
za
60.3

8.35

ZI

21 .7
36
zz.q
C'

376
10
12.7
4ô. J

B1

4

6.45
2

11e

61 .5

Àç1

8.7

67.4
7.55

18.7
12
10.87
65

458
o
E

7.7

NS
NS
NS
0.05
NS

0.001

0.00001
0.001
NS
0.0003

1

4
?ô

30

17

10.7
26
1 1.8
89

NS. not signiticanl-

Seven of 40 cases with 9p changes had a T-cell pheno-
type. However, although T-ALL were slightly more
frequent in patients with 9p change (17.590) than in
patients without (12.60/o), the difference was not
significant.

The l2p abnormalities showed a loss of material in 23

karyotypes, either due to deletion (nine cases) or to
unbalanced translocations (14 cases). They were the only
changes in eight patients and were associated with B-cell
phenotype in 3l patients. Both patients with a T-cell
phenotype showed either a single deletion l2p or two
deletions, del(l2p) and del(6q).

Breaks in the long arm of chromosome 6 led to par-
tial deletions in 26 out of 28 instances. Simple deletions
were more frequent (21 cases) than unbalanced trans-
locations (five cases). Regardless of breakpoint sites,
the 6q22 band was lost in all patients. These 6q dele-
tions were seldom the only changes (two instances) and
were more frequently found in T-ALL (1390) than in B-
ALL (5.390) (p < 0.06). Furthermore, the two patients
with del(6q) as the sole change displayed a T-cell
phenotype.

A partial trisomy for the long arm of chromosome I
was observed in 23 karyotypes. This partial trisomy was
mainly associated with hyper > 50 (10 duplications and
four derivatives involvinC lq) but also with t(l;19)
(six derivatives) and with t(8;14) (two derivatives). A
recurrent partial monosomy involved the short arm of
chromosome 7 in l5 patients.

The chromosomal regions affected in T-ALL were in
decreasing order: 6q in seven, 9p in seven, I lp (pl 1 to
pl4) in six, 5q (q31 to q35), in four and 14q11-12 in four
patients. The 7q35 area was affected in only one patient
and no break was observed in 7p15.

No new recurrent breakpoint was identified in B-ALL
and the 11q23 breaks were found in ALL expressing
immature antigens, or both B lymphoid and myeloid
markers.

Six constitutional abnormalities were found: four
trisomies 21, one inv(9Xpllql3), and one balanced
translocation t(3;l9Xq23;pl3). No acquired change
occurred in these patients.

COLLABORATTVE SIUDY: KARYO'TYPES lN CHILDHOOD ALL

Clinical and Hematologicd Data

Correlations between these data and ploidy groups are

shown in Table 7. Hyperdiploidy > 50 was characterized
by a concentration of low risk factors, as opposed
to high risk factors, mainly associated with pseudo-

diploidy. Within the hyper ) 50 group, patients with
structural abnormalities had a higher median age (4.37
years) than patients without (3.39 years) (p < 0.002).

Patients with 9p changes (Table 8) displayed high
leukocyte counts, frequent splenomegaly but also tended
to be older and present with T-ALL more frequently
than patients without.

Comparison of hematological data between patients
with and without l2p abnormalities did not reveal dif-
ferences, except for a lower level of hemoglobin in
patients with l2p changes (p = 0.03). No adverse pro-
gnostic factor was found in these patients.

This short follow-up ranging from 6 to 48 months
(median 23 months), only allows interim data. Because
percentages of complete remissions were identical
in the three main therapy protocols, and because the
distributionq of known prognostic-factors (age, organ
involvement, leukocytosis, immunophenotypes) and of
different cytogenetic groups were similar in the three

Table 8. Clinical and Hematological Data ol Palients with and
without 9p Changes.

Patients without 9p Patients with 9P p
n=370 n=39

Median age (years)
Males (%)
Splenomegaly (%)
Mediastinal mass

eÂ)
White blood cells

Median (x 1Os/l)
>50 x 10s/l o/o

Hemoglobin (9/dl)
FAB: L2 (o/o)

T.ALL

J. / |

54.7
62

10

10.8
17.8

7.9
17.6
12

56
625
aa

I /.5

25.5
35.8

B

ZJ
I /.J

0.05
0.009
NS
NS
NS

NS
NS
0 006

NS

NS, not significanl.



main protocols, we studied the patients as a group in
statistical analyses. However, each slatistical test was
carried out after adjustment for protocol.

Even in this short follow-up, the outcomes of various
ploidy groups displayed different patterns (Figure l).
Patients with hyper >50 fared the best, with 85q0 of
patients in complete remission as opposed to 65.5q0 of
patients with pseudodiploidy after a 2-year median
follow-up (p < 0.003). Within the hyper > 50 group, no
difference was detected between patients with and
without structural changes.

Translocations were studied as a group, then broken
down in two groups: high risk translocations including
t(9;22), t(4;11) and t(l;19), which are also the most fre-
quent, and other translocations including random
translocations but excluding recurrent but rare trans-
locations. Patients with translocations relapsed earlier
than patients without (p = 0.009). However, this
negative impact was only due to high risk translocations
(47V0 of failures at a 2-year follow-up), since patients
with random translocations fared as well as patients
without translocation (20V0 of failures at a 2-year
follow-up). V/ithin the high risk group, EFS were dif-
ferent for t(9;22),t(4;11) and t(l;19) (see Figure 2).
Among nine patients with t(9;22), only one is still in
complete remission. Two of them, observed with stan-
dard hyper >50, relapsed after one and five months.
Patients with t(4;11) relapsed larer than those with
t(9;22), but only three of the seven patients are still in

0 10 20 30 ,i0 50

Time from diagnosis (months)

Figure 1. Proporlions ol patients in event-rree survival showed
signilicant diflerences (p < 0.004) when ihe ploidy groups were
compared. The number o, patients (n) and ihe proportions of
patienis in EFS at 48 monihs follow-up are indicated. ---, Hyper-
diploidy >50 chromosomes, n = 110, EFS 84.71%i
hypodiploidy, n = 20, EFS 7'l .1'l %i ..., hyperdiploidy 47-50
chromosomes, n = 46; EFS 64.66%;-, normal, n = 119, EFS
62.59o/oi + + +, pseudodiploidy, n = 116, EFS, 56.95%.

tb

01020304050
Time from diagnosis lmonths)

Figure 2. Comparison o, patients with specific translocations, ran-
dom translocaiions and without translocation revealed signilicanl
dillerences of EFS (p < 0.0001). Recurrent but rare translocations
were excluded trom this iest. The number ol patients (n) and pro
portions of paiienls in EFS at 48 monlh follow-up are indicaled. For
specific translocalions, t(9;22), t( ;11), t(l ;19) were pooled in a
group. This group was used in the log-rank test (EFS ol this
§roup = 40%). Kaplan-Meier curves are shown lor each trans-
location to better visualize lhe evolution ol each one. 

-,
Random translocation, n = 99, EFS 70.64%; + + +, without
translocation, n = 259, EFS 70.10%; ---, t(1 ;19), n = 10, EFS
53.33%; ..., t(4;11), n = 7, EFS 44.40/oi ---, t(9;22), n = 9,
EFS 14.29%.

complete remission. Two of them are infants and
another is l4 years old. Patients with t(l;19) experienced
the best outcomes. Four out of ten patients failed
therapy: one did not achieve remission and three
relapsed after 7, 13 and 14 months. Three of these four
failures had unbalanced translocations.

DISCUSSION

The collaborative study conducted by the GFCH
enabled us to analyze 4ll karyotypes of childhood
ALL. The rate of clonal abnormalities was in keeping
with most series in literature. (3-6,16-21). However,
with improved banding techniques, some authors have
detected more pseudodiploid karyotypes (22,23).

Hyperdiploidy > 50 chromosomes showed a struc-
tural change in one-half of the patients, similar to Pui's
series (24). However, the distribution of these changes
revealed that one-fourth of them led to partial trisomy
lq.

As in previous reports, immunophenotypes of
hyperdiploidy > 50 chromosomes were early B-cell
phenotypes in most patients. Pseudodiploid and normal
karyotypes showed the highest proportions of T-cell
phenotypes. However, unlike Raimondi who has
reported more early thymocytes in normal than in
pseudodiploid karyotypes, we observed that common
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thymocytes were most frequently seen in both groups.
All recurrent translocations exhibited the expected

phenotypes, with the exception of three t(10;1 lXpl3-14;
qla-21) in which an immature T-cell phenotype was

found. Thif translocation has so far been seen in
immature B-cell ALL and also in myeloid AL. We have
thus postulated that this translocation might affect an
early pluripotent stem cell, capable of differentiating in
both (T or B) lymphoid and myeloid lineages (27).

Similar translocations, candidates for new recurrent
changes, were found. Two involved the short arm of
chromosome 12: t(4;12)(ql 3 ;p I 2) and t(7 ; I 2Xq I I ;p I 2).
Raimondi et al. flirct reported a t('7;12)(qll;p12) (28),
then reassigned the breakpoint in 7p (29). Two new
translocations involved the short arm of chromosome 9.
One of them affected both chromosomes 9: t(9;9)
(pl3;ql3) in two patients and t(9;9)(pll;ql3) in one
patient. Translocations t(9;9Xcen;cen) already reported
(19,30,31) and found as only changes in our study, are
good candidates for primary translocations. Two
patients presented with t(7;9Xqll;pll) while another
had the recurrent dic(7;9Xp I l;p 1l). Thus, both dic(7;9)
and t(7;9) are likely to be recurrent changes in ALL. The
t(l;17) observed in two of our patients has not been
reported in literature. Finally, four of the five new recur-
rent changes identified involved either 9p or l2p.

Structural rearrangements clustered in expected
chromosomal areas 9p, l2p and 6q, with a deletion in
most instances. The distribution of B- and T-cell pheno-
types between these changes were in agreement with data
in the literature for 9p and 12p, (28,32,33) but the signifi-
cant association of deletions 6q with T-cell phenotypes
has not been reported to our knowledge in childhood
ALL.

Two other recurrent changes were found: partial
trisomy for the long arm of chromosome I and partial
deletion for the short arm of chromosome 7.

A new chromosomal region frequently involved in
T-ALL was identified: 5q3l to 5q35. IL9 gene, the T-cell
growth factor located in 5q31, might be involved in
these malignancies (34).

V/ithin the group hyperdiploid > 50, patients with
structural changes were older than patients without.
Given the known high risk factor of age, this age
distribution might affect the outcome of the two groups.
The follow-up of our study did not enable us to evaluate
the potential predictive value of this feature. Pui has
reported a poorer prognosis for patients with structural
changes after a 6-year follow-up but has not observed
differences in ages (24).

Patients with pseudodiploidy fared worse than all
other cytogenetic groups. This poor outcome is not
surprising, given the proportions of high risk factors
and of translocations in this group. However, at a2-year
follow-up, the random translocations did not show such
an outcome thus differing from Williams's data in which
all translocations were identified as the strongest
indicators of therapy failure (9). These data might have
been affected by progress in therapy. A longer follow-up
is needed to verify the pronostic value of random
translocations.

The differences in outcomes between t(9;22), t(4;11)

COLLABORATIVE STUDY: KARYOTYPES lN CHILDHOOD ALL

and t(1;19) are in agreement with data observed with
current therapies (35-37). As in our study, better results
have been obtained for t(l;19) and to a lesser extent for
t(4;11), while no improvement has yet been observed for
t(9;22). The two patients with t(9;22) in a standard hyper
> 50 experienced early relapses, thus stressing the
prevalence of the negative impact of t(9;22) over the
favorable effect of hyper ) 50. Furthermore, the two
patients with either complete or partial monosomy 7 did
not achieve remission.

The patients with 9p showed some of the clinical and
hematological features usually associated with lym-
phomatous diseases. This association has been debated
(31,33,38) but our results, comparable to Murphy's (32),
suggest that it might very well exist. No correlation
between other cytogenetic groups, 6Q, l2p and risk
factors was observed.

This extensive study contributed new data on
childhood ALL: recurrent chromosomal abnormalities
and cytogenetic-hematologic correlations. The pro-
gnostic value of chromosomal changes observed at this
step need to be corroborated by a longer follow-up. With
this aim in mind, the GFCH has been recording the
evolutions of all patients.

Appendix : Participants
The following lists participants in this study with their centre

oî research (number of patients studied in parentheses.)

D. Germain, C. Charrin, M.P. Pages, N. Phillipe and

G. Souillet (Lyon; 72); A.M. Capodano, D. Hairion, M.
Perrimond and G. Michel (Marseille;60); N. Dastugue, A.
Robert, H. Rubie and P. Colombies (Toulouse;58); J. Van den

Akker, C. Perrot (Paris (St Antoine);35); M.J. Grégoire, S.

Gilgenkrantz, P. Bordigoni, C. Schmitt, D. Sommelet (Nancy;
28); C. Verellen-Dumoulin, J.M. Libouton, G. Cornu,
C. Vermylen, J.L. Michaux (Brussels (St Luc);24); J.L. Lai,
M. Zandecki, B. Nelken, J.P. Jouet, M. Deminatti (Lille;23);
M.F. Bertheas, D. Frappaz, C. Vasselon, J. Fraisse, F.
Freycon ('St Etienne;22): C. Bastard, A. Rossi, F. Bernaudin,
J.P. Yannier (Roueni l2); F..Mugneret, B. Favre (Dijon; ll);
D. Leroux, D. Plantaz, C. Bachelot (Grenoble; I l); C. Barin,
C. Moraine (Toursi l0); S. Raynaud, A. Deville, A. Thyss,
P. Philip, N. Ayraud (Nice; 9); C. Leonard, G. Tchernia,
J.P. Dommergues (Parrs (Bicêtre); 9); J.L. Huret, E. Benz
Lemoine, J. Tanzer (Poitiers; 9); D. Riviere, E. Pluchon-
Riviere, M.J. Lebris, M.C. Leglise, J.F. Abgrall (Brest; 5);
F. Uettwiller, A. Boilletot-Babin, J.V. Ruch, F. Oberling
(Strasbourg (H. Hautepierre); 3); M. Lessard, P. Boutard
(Laval;2); D. Viguié (Poris (Hôtel Dieu);2); C. Stoll, P. Lutz
(Strasbourg (H. Civil); 2); A. Verhest (Bnzssels (H.Erasme,
I.Bordet); l); M. Poissonnier, P. Gruyer (Yersailles; l); A.
Bernheim, A.M. Venuat (Villejuif; l); G. Faure and M.C.
Béné (Immunophenotyping Revue-Groupe, GEIL); F. Kohler
and G. Nisand (InJormotic- Statistics, CHU Nancy-Brabois).
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